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Gender and Migration in Israeli Art
Curated by Tal Dekel and Or Tshuva

About the exhibition

Gender and migration are among the cutting edge
topics in various academic disciplines in the last
three decades around the world. In theory or in
praxis, in a personal perspective or in an intimate
circle, at work or at home, in the field of economics
or in politics — the two seem to affect all of us in.
Nonetheless, it is seldom that those two occupy an
integrated approach in the local discourse and art
field in Israel.

This is the junction point from which we ventured
into the exhibition “References — Gender and
Migration in Israeli Art,” which is a showcase of
women artists who arrived in the country from
countries such as Iran, Argentina, Ethiopia, Former
Soviet Union, Philippines and France. Through the
various artworks we strive to articulate questions
that are cross-cultural and discuss the lives and
experiences of migrant women in the contemporary
global age, while also looking at the particularities of
each woman apart.

The artists present a continuous and dynamic
process of identity construction. They confront
universal issues related to migration, such as

work, education, culture, and belonging, alongside
issues that have clear gendered aspects, such as
motherhood, sexuality and power relations between
the sexes. In addition, they convey themes that

are unique to the Israeli context, such as the
ethno-national definition of the Jewish state, which
projects on their own identity within and in relation
to it.

Presenting the on-going identity construction
processes, that in many cases never end, provide us
with multiple reference-points and perspectives not
only in regard to migrant women but also as insight
onto the Israeli society as whole.
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